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1.0  BACKGROUND 

Since August 2009, Westbank First Nation (WFN) has held a 25-year (replaceable) Community 

Forest Agreement (Licence No. K1P) with the British Columbia Ministry of Forests. This 

Licence provided WFN with the rights to conduct timber management on Crown land and the 

obligations associated with those rights as authorized under the Forest Act. This licence was 

replaced in 2020 with another 25-year licence. 

In December 2013, WFN entered into a 15-year Replaceable Forest License (Licence No. 

A91134) with the Provincial Government to conduct timber management in an area within the 

Derickson trapline near the West Kettle River. Negotiations between WFN and the Province 

have resulted in the Replaceable Forest License being transferred into a First Nations 

Woodland Licence, effective March 1, 2025. 

With these licenses come a series of obligations and requirements that include: 

➢ Payment of stumpage to the Crown for timber harvested 

➢ Development of long and medium term plans 

➢ Public and government agency review of those plans 

➢ Approval of cutting permits and road permits before works begin 

➢ Protection of forest values such as water and wildlife habitat 

➢ Consideration of other values including visuals, range and recreation 

➢ Ensuring harvested areas are fully restocked with ecologically suitable trees. 
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2.0       PLANNING 

There are several levels of planning that Ntityix Resources undertakes with the management 

of these licenses. 

2.1       Ntityix Resources Strategic Plan 

This higher-level plan sets broad objectives for these tenures such as honouring the 

Tmxwulaxw, incorporating WFN values into forest management decisions, and growing 

and diversifying the forestry business. Ntityix Resources most recent Strategic Plan 

was developed in late 2023 and can be viewed on our website.  

2.2 Ntityix Resources Seven Generation Plan 

The Ntityix Seven Generation plan is a forest stewardship plan built on 10 Syilx values. 

These values are the foundation of the plan, upon which we endeavour to build 

community values. We’ve identified approximately 50% of the land we presently 

manage where we intend to manage the land for old forest values. For the remaining 

50%, we’ve established criteria on forest practices that may occur within this area.   

WFN’s forest tenures have been designated into 8 planning units, each planning unit 

having a long-term (+100 years) plan that identifies where these areas are and 

strategies for stewarding them within each planning unit. These plans are anticipated 

to be “living documents” and collectively will constitute a plan that over time 

membership adds their collective knowledge and the plan adjusted accordingly.  

2.3 Management Plans 

Management Plans are the first level of plans requiring approval of the Province. The 

most recent Management Plans for the Community Forest and First Nation Woodland 

Licence are available on the website and provide management objectives for the 

operating areas and communication strategies for WFN membership, other tenure 

holders, resource users, and the public. A component of each Management Plan is a 

Timber Supply Analysis, from which an Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) is determined.  

Under Management Plan #4 for the Community Forest, the recommended AAC is 

38,700m3. The Timber Supply analysis in Management Plan #1 for the First Nation 

Woodland Licence recommends an AAC of 24,425m3. 
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2.4 Forest Stewardship Plan 

In March 2025, the Ntityix Resources 2018-2023 Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) 

extension was amended to transition the Replaceable Forest License to the First 

Nations Woodland License and approved by the District Manager. Our FSP outlines 

the results and strategies Ntityix Resources will undertake to meet the 11 objectives of 

the Provincial government which include: 

• Soil Management and Conservation; 

• Wildlife Management including Species at Risk; 

• Riparian management; 

• Water; 

• Biodiversity at both the landscape and stand levels; 

• Cultural Heritage; 

• Recreation; 

• Scenic Areas; 

• Coarse Woody Debris; 

• Community/Crown Interface Management; and 

• Road construction and habitat values 

We anticipate replacing our Forest Stewardship Plan in time with the Seven 

Generation Stewardship Plan. 

2.5 Annual Information Sharing and Referrals 

Under FRPA, Ntityix Resources LP is required to share information with First Nations 

on our proposed harvesting and road building activities including the general locations 

of these activities.  We meet this requirement by publishing this information annually in 

the WFN newsletter and posting to the Ntityix Resources LP website. 

Ntityix Resources LP also shares this information with other First Nations and First 

Nations organizations including: 

Okanagan Nation 

Alliance 

*Nlaka’pamux Nation 

Tribal Council 

*Coldwater Indian 

Band 

*Cook’s Ferry 

Indian Band 
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Snpink’tn Indian 

Band 

*Ashcroft Indian 

Band 

*Boothroyd Indian 

Band 

*Lytton First 

Nation 

Lower Similkameen 

Indian Band 

Nicola Tribal 

Association 

*Nooaitch Indian 

Band 

*Nicomen Indian 

Band 

*Spuzzum First 

Nation 

Upper Nicola Band 

 

*Siska First Nation *Shackan Indian 

Band 

*Sinixt 

Confederacy 

Okanagan Indian 

Band 

*Skuppah Indian 

Band 

Lower Nicola Band *Nooaitch Indian 

Band 

*Esh-kn-em *Scw’exmx Tribal 

Council 

*Oregon Jack Creek 

Band 

Westbank First 

Nation 

 *When indicated from the Spatial Overlay Engine (SOE) Report generated on the Contacts for First Nation Consultation Areas website 

 

Ntityix Resources LP also shares this information with: 

• Local municipalities and water purveyors 

• Known recreation groups 

• Licensed trappers 

• Licensed guide outfitters 

• Range tenure holders 

2.6 Cutting Permits 

Before harvesting can begin cutting permits and site plans must be developed. In 2025-

26 harvesting operations occurred on the following cutting permits: 

▪ CP 056 - Pennask 

▪ CP 057 – Big White 

▪ CP 059 – Brenda Mine 

▪ CP 063 – Fumerton 

▪ CP 066 – Derickson 

▪ CP 074 – Glenrosa 

▪ CP 075 – Hidden Creek  

Collectively these permits accounted for approximately 57,111 m3 of volume in 23 

cutblocks in addition to 4 partially harvested cutblocks. 
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2.7 Silviculture Systems and Site Plans  

During the planning process we need to be cognizant of a full suite of issues that will 

affect the success of harvesting, regenerating the site, and protecting the value of other 

resources in the area. These considerations include, but are not limited to: 

• Block size and boundary locations  

• Forest Health issues 

• Adjacency to private land/other licencees 

• Range values 

• Wildlife values and species at risk 

• Wildlife tree retention 

• Fish habitat 

• Water quality 

• Community Watersheds 

• Visuals 

• Recreation use 
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2.8  Wildfire 

 The summer of 2025 was a slower fire season than the previous few years. A cooler 

and wetter June delayed the extreme fire season we are used to. However, a very hot 

and dry July, August and September created an extended fire season lasting into the 

fall. The Munro Lake wildfire started in late September 2025, just outside of 

Peachland. The fire was 383 hectares, of which 322 hectares were within the 

Westbank First Nation Community Forest. Planning and layout of salvage harvesting 

commenced as soon as it was safe to access the fire.Salvage operations began at the 

end of April 2026. 

A portion of the season was spent continuing salvage operations in the McDougall 

Creek Wildfire K52767 from 2023 (Approximately 13,500 hectares) in the Hidden 

Creek area. The McDougall Creek Wildfire burnt Approximately 7,481 hectares of the 

Westbank First Nation Community Forest.  
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3.0 HARVESTING 

3.1  Operations 

 April 2025, saw the completion of partially harvested blocks from the previous year in 

CP063. Once CP063 blocks were completed, there was a brief shut down of forest 

operations for breakup. Once breakup was complete harvesting began in the lower 

elevation CP074 Glenrosa area. This permit was harvested at two different times to 

manage for the migratory bird nesting window and was a partial cut targeting 45% 

removal. Once operations wrapped up there the crew was split into two, with one 

moving to CP059 Brenda Mine and the other to CP075 Hidden Creek to continue the 

McDougal Fire salvage. CP059 consisted of 5 blocks with variable retention and 

retaining trees in patches of approximately 20 trees for every hectare of harvest. 

CP075 was revisited to address ongoing forest health concerns. Salvage Harvesting 

allows us to maximize fibre utilization, while removing the dead stand and replanting 

to kickstart the natural cycle of forests after a wildfire. Trees that survived the wildfire 

were retained from harvest when possible as single tree or clumped retention. After 

harvest in Hidden Creek and Brenda Mine were complete, operations moved further 

up the connector to CP056 Pennask. CP056 consisted of 5 blocks with variable 

retention. The variable retention strategy was utilized to retain patches of trees in 

clumps of approximately 20 for every hectare of harvest. The clumpy distribution of 

retention throughout each cutblock helps to protect wildlife habitat connectivity while 

breaking up the landscape with structural diversity. In December, Harvesting 

operations moved to the east side of Okanagan lake to harvest CP057 and CP066 

block 374. This consisted of 8 blocks where a variable retention strategy was also 

applied targeting clumps of approximately 25 leave trees per hectare of harvest in 

addition to scattered individual large Douglas Fir trees. Due to operational constraints 

and weather conditions 3 blocks were started and will be completed in the winter of 

2026-2027.  
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3.2 Silviculture Systems 

A silviculture system is a planned program of treatments during the entire life of a 

stand beginning at harvest. In 2019, Ntityix Resources LP began to implement new 

criteria to determine our harvesting prescriptions. These criteria can be summarized 

as follows: 

Within the Forest Operations Zone (FOZ) 

BEC Silviculture System 

IDF (Fd leading stands 
in MDWR) 

1) Variable Retention - openings generally <3 ha’s (range 1 – 
approx. 5 ha’s).  Retain deciduous, large diameter Py 
(dbh>60cm),  and a minimum of 50 Fd (min diameter 30cm) 
per hectare including 5 of the largest diameter Fd trees per 
hectare (these need to be marked in the field). 

2) Group Selection – openings generally <1 ha.  Retain 
deciduous and a minimum of the largest 5 Fd per hectare. 

3) Diameter Limit – retain all trees over a specified diameter 
and only harvest those below that threshold.  The diameter 
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limit will be set to retain post-harvest crown closure of at 
least 35% 

4) Single Tree Selection – outside of the Forest Fuel 
Management Zone manage for a multi-aged stand with a 
multi-layered forest canopy.   

IDF (outside MDWR) 1) Variable Retention – average opening size over 5 year period 
is <5 ha’s (range 1 to 10 ha’s).   Retain deciduous and a 
minimum of 50 Fd/Py per hectare (min dbh 30cm) including 
5 of the largest diameter Fd trees per hectare. 

2) Group Selection – openings generally <1 ha.  Retain 
deciduous and a minimum of the largest 5 Fd/Py leave trees 
per hectare. 

3) Diameter Limit – retain all trees over a specified diameter 
and only harvest those below that threshold.  Threshold 
intended to be at a level that retain a minimum crown 
closure of 35% post-harvest. 

4) Single Tree Selection – outside of the Forest Fuel 
Management Zone manage for a multi-aged stand with a 
multi-layered forest canopy. 

MSdm 1) Variable Retention  - average opening size over 5 year period 
is < 10 ha’s (range 1-15 ha’s).  Retain one ~25 tree patch of 
mature trees for every hectare of NAR and 5 of the largest 
diameter Fd, if available, per hectare. These patches may be 
partially or fully grouped (ie. 10 ha block and one 200 tree 
patch) outside of what would normally be set aside as 
WTRA’s.  

2) Group Selection – openings generally <1 ha.   

ESSF 1) Variable Retention - average opening size over 5 year period 
is < 5ha’s (range 1-10 ha’s).  Retain 25 leave trees (Bl 20-
25cm dbh) per hectare . 

2) Group Selection – openings generally <1 ha.  Retain a 
minimum of 15 leave trees (Bl 20-25cm dbh) per hectare. 

3) Overstory Removal – remove the largest, windthrow-prone 
trees, retain a specified number of healthy merchantable 
stems under a specified diameter (target 800-1000 stems per 
hectare). Use designated trails and possibly thin post harvest. 

4) Single Tree Selection – manage for a multi aged stand and a 
multi-layered forest canopy. 

 

 

 

Within the Old Forest Zone (OFZ) 
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BEC Silviculture System 

IDF (Fd leading stands 
in MDWR) 

1) Diameter Limit – retain all trees over a specified diameter 
and only harvest those below that threshold.  The threshold 
is intended to be at a level that retains a minimum crown 
closure of 35% post-treatment. 

2) Single Tree Selection – for areas outside of the Forest Fuel 
Management Zone, manage for a multi-aged stand with a 
multi-layered forest canopy.   

IDF (outside MDWR) 1) Diameter Limit – retain all trees over a specified diameter 
and only harvest those below that threshold.  Threshold 
intended to be at a level that retains a minimum crown 
closure of 35% post-treatment. 

2) Single Tree Selection – manage for a multi-aged stand with a 
multi-layered forest canopy. 

MSdm 1) Diameter Limit  - retain all trees over a specified diameter 
and only harvest those below that threshold. The threshold is 
intended to be at a level that retains a minimum crown 
closure of 35% post-treatment.  

2) Stand Conversion – removing shorter-lived Lodgepole Pine 
and converting the stand to late seral spruce-balsm stand. 

ESSF 1) Single Tree Selection – manage for a multi aged stand and a 
multi-layered forest canopy. 

2) Diameter Limit – retain all trees over a specified diameter 
and only harvest those below that threshold. The threshold is 
intended to be at a level that retains a minimum crown 
closure of 35% post treatment.  

These systems will be modified as we monitor the success of the treatment in meeting our 

overall stewardship objectives.  

3.2  Log Sales 

This past year saw Ntityix Resources LP mill logs in the lower mainland from the 

Community Forest for sale on the open market. We were successful in milling some 

of the Douglas Fir and with sales to Australia, Japan, China and Canada. Log sales 

went to Tolko Industries Ltd. and Gorman Brothers Ltd.and Weyerhaeuser and 

Interfor. Pulp logs were sold to Mercer Celgar and Rivercity Fibre Ltd.  
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Table 1 – Active Cutblocks in 2025-26 

Cutting 
Permit 

Block Licence Net Area 
Harvested 

(ha’s) 

Wildlife 
Tree 

Retention 
(ha’s) 

Silviculture System Volume 
Harvested 

(m3) 

063 360 K1P 1.1* 0.1 Clearcut with reserve 229 

063 367 K1P 2.5 0.3 Clearcut with reserve 520 

063 368 K1P 4.7 0.5 Clearcut with reserve 978 

074 400 K1P 43.0 4.3 Partial Cut target 45% removal 2882 

074 413 K1P 19.7 1.7 Partial Cut target 45% removal 2863 

059 337 K1P 8.7 1.5 Retention 2364 

059 338 K1P 5.1 0.3 Retention 1386 

059 339 K1P 4.5 0.9 Retention 1223 

059 340 K1P 5.3 0.4 Retention 1440 

059 378 K1P 6.8 1.1 Retention 1848 

075 401 K1P 0.9** 0.6 Clearcut with reserve 283 
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075 402 K1P 2.7** 0.6 Clearcut with reserve 849 

075 403 K1P 4.1** 0.5 Clearcut with reserve 1289 

075 404 K1P 9.1** 2.6 Clearcut with reserve 2862 

056 328 K1P 7.8 0.6 Retention 2769 

056 329 K1P 2.2 0.3 Retention 781 

056 330 K1P 5.6 0.6 Retention 1988 

056 331 K1P 14.6 1.5 Retention 5182 

056 377 K1P 10.5 1.3 Retention 3727 

066 374 K1P 11.6 1.0 Retention 3583 

057 351 N2B 5.7 0.5 Retention 1616 

057 352 N2B 10.2 1.2 Retention 3724 

057 355 N2B 6.4 1.7 Retention 2231 

057 332* N2B 10.9 0.9 Retention 4413 

057 333* N2B 7.3 0.6 Retention 2955 

057 334* N2B 2.7 0.2 Retention 1093 

057 335 N2B 6.6 0.6 Retention 2033 

Totals   220.3 26.4  57,111 

Averages   8.2 1.0 *Partially Harvested Block 

**Total additional area identified for salvage 
following the initial salvage from 2024 

 

 

3.3  Post Harvest 

Wildlife Piles 

During harvesting operations, wildlife piles and windrows are constructed in keys areas 

within a cutblock. These piles of logging debris are not to be confused with the large 

“haystacks” found near the roadside (these slash piles will be either chipped and 

removed from site or burned in the fall after the first snowfall). The wildlife piles are 
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smaller, approximately 3 meters in diameter and 2 meters tall. These piles provide 

habitat for small mammals such as weasels and voles, which also happen to be prey 

for larger mammals such as marten.   

Tree Retention 

In addition to Wildlife Tree Retention Areas and dispersed green tree retention, several 

individual stubs (trees cut off at 3 – 5 meters above ground) are retained after harvest.  

These trees are intended to provide habitat for cavity nesters and added structural 

diversity post-harvest. 
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4.0  ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE  

Our goal is “no net gain” in area occupied by roads. By minimizing new permanent roads and 

rehabilitating old and temporary roads, more of our land base will continue to grow trees and 

provide habitat to a full range of species. 

Road construction, both permanent and temporary, on the Community Forest and First Nation 

Woodland License. 

In 2025-26, a large portion of the roads to be utilized for the harvesting operations required 

upgrading of existing roads. Approximately 28.6km of existing road was upgraded. Also, 

16.4km of new road was constructed and 9.0km of road was rehabilitated. This did not achieve 

our target for the year, however, the temporary roads that were utilized for harvesting in 2025 

are planned for deactivation or rehabilitation in 2026.  

 4.1  Temporary Access  

The development of temporary access structures such as roads, spurs and landings 

within the internal boundaries of cutblocks are used to access timber with the least 

amount of soil disturbance. Once harvesting is complete, these areas will be 

rehabilitated as described above.   

4.2  Permanent Access  

A total of 3.3km of new permanent road was constructed in 2025, of which, 2.0km was 

an extension of Siya (1.4km) and Siya 200 (0.6km) in the Brenda Mine area. An 

additional 1.1km was constructed in the Pennask area that will provide access to future 

blocks. The remaining 0.2km was constructed in the Big White West area for access 

for future obligations. 

4.3  Road Deactivation and Rehabilitation 

All temporary roads and landings are rehabilitated after harvest.  Rehabilitation consists 

of decompacting the soil, removing any culverts, re-establishing natural drainage 

patterns, redistributing coarse woody debris, grass-seeding and tree planting. 

Permanent roads that will not be used for operations in the immediate future will be 

deactivated by installing water bars, cross-drains and ditch blocks. These roads 

generally remain accessible to pick-up traffic. 
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4.4  Road Maintenance  

Road maintenance is an ongoing program and consists of grading, culvert cleaning, 

sign maintenance and brushing. All licenced roads held by WFN are inspected 

according to a pre-determined schedule based on risk. Annual maintenance plans are 

developed from these annual inspections. 

4.5 Bridge Repair 

All Ntityix Resources LP owned bridges are on a 2-year inspection schedule and were 

inspected during the summer of 2025.   

All Ntityix owned bridges are swept clean of sediment every spring. 

 

4.6 Bridge Construction 

No bridges or open-bottom culverts were constructed during 2025-2026 operating 

season. 
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5.0  SILVICULTURE 

Ntityix Resources LP is responsible for the reforestation of all harvested areas. This means not 

only tree planting but also ensuring that new plantations remain healthy and well stocked until 

they reach “free growing”. Free growing can be anywhere from 10 to 15 years after harvesting.   

Steps required to ensure we achieve our silviculture obligations include: 

• Seed collection and purchasing 

• Germinating of seed and growing of seedlings 

• Tree planting and inspections 

• Brushing if required 

• On-going surveys to monitor the status of plantations 

After “free-growing” we continue to monitor our young stands to ensure they remain healthy. 

Depending on conditions, some stands may be spaced and/or pruned. As these stands grow, 

many will be suitable for future Commercial Thinning operations.   

5.1  Cone Collection  

The Province of BC has developed guidelines regarding the use of tree seed on Crown 

land. Currently Climate Based Seed Transfer (CBST) is an important climate change 

adaptation strategy to promote health, resilient and productive forests and ecosystems 

through matching of seedlings/seedlots to future (projected) planting site climates.  

Whenever possible, Class A seed will be purchased for use. Class A seed is produced 

by BC seed orchards and is the result of many years of cross breeding. Class A seed 

results in seedlings that can grow in height and volume faster than naturally occurring, 

or Class B seed. Class A seed is not genetically modified. No Class B seed was 

collected in 2025-26 operating season. 

Table 3 – Current Seedlots held by WFN 

Seedlot 

 
Class Location/Orchard 

Year 
Collected 

Potential 
Trees 

Douglas Fir - 64083 A Grandview 2022 68,600 

Douglas Fir - 64220 A Grandview 2025 216,500 

Douglas Fir - 54035 B Glenrosa 2018 200,100 

Ponderosa Pine - 48006 B Trout Creek  2000 14,900 
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Lodgepole Pine - 64223 A Grandview 2025 66,200 

Lodgepole Pine - 64219 A Grandview 2025 109,700 

Lodgepole Pine – 48104 B Hidden Creek  2006 122,000 

Lodgepole Pine – 53349 B Pattinson 2008 981,400 

Lodgepole Pine - 53783 B Senklip  2012 302,500 

Lodgepole Pine - 53394 B Sunset 2008 1,188,400 

Lodgepole Pine - 53430 B Jack Creek 2008 570,700 

Lodgepole Pine - 53238 B Hidden Creek 2007 395,900 

Lodgepole Pine - 53782 B Two John 2011 285,600 

Totals    4,522,500 

5.2  Tree Planting  

The spring of 2025 was the nineteenth season of planting on the Community Forest 

and eighth season on the Forest License (now First Nation Woodland Licence). A total 

of 578,630 trees were planted. 

All planting was conducted by Quastuco Silviculture. 

Table 4 – Tree Planting in 2025 

Cutting 
Permit 

Block  Licence Trees 
Planted 

Species 

36 8 K1P 5,250 Pli, Fdi, Cw 

32 10 K1P 1,660 Fdi 

37 188 K1P 6,560 Pli 

40 246 FLA91134 2,400 Sx, Pli 

40 247 FLA91134 22,020 Sx, Pli 

40 248 FLA91134 3,405 Sx 

44 261 FLA91134 4,155 Sx, Pli 

47 283 FLA91134 8,870 Sx, Pli 

47 284 FLA91134 22,425 Sx, Pli 

52 285 FLA91134 20,355 Sx, Pli 
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52 286 FLA91134 21,415 Sx, Pli 

48 291 K1P 3,150 Pli, Fdi 

51 302 K1P 210 Fdi 

51 304 K1P 19,805 Sx. Pli 

51 305 K1P 1,520 Sx, Pli 

51 306 K1P 18,720 Sx, Pli 

52 311 FLA91134 9,495 Sx, Pli 

53 314 K1P 16,265 Sx, Pli 

53 315 K1P 23,795 Sx, Pli 

53 316 K1P 32,795 Sx, Pli 

54 317 K1P 23,865 Pli, Sx, Fdi 

46 321 K1P 4,290 Pli, Fdi 

55 325 K1P 3,780 Py 

46 346 K1P 4,200 Pli, Fdi, Sx 

61 347 K1P 23,325 Pli, Fdi, Sx, Lw, Pw 

61 348 K1P 17,610 Pli, Fdi, Sx, Lw, Pw 

61 349 K1P 7,615 Pli, Fdi, Sx, Lw, Pw 

61 353 K1P 7,835 Pli, Fdi, Sx, Lw, Pw 

63 359 K1P 6,600 Sx, Pw 

61 371 K1P 23,075 Pli, Fdi, Sx, Lw, Pw 

67 375 K1P 1,480 Fdi, Py, Lw 

67 376 K1P 4,580 Fdi, Py, Lw 

55 379 K1P 44,520 Fdi, Py, Lw 

69 384 FLA91134 6,480 Sx, Pli, Pw 

69 385 FLA91134 16,020 Sx, Pli, Pw 
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69 386 FLA91134 9,365 Sx, Pli, Pw 

69 387 FLA91134 24,005 Sx, Pli, Pw 

70 388 FLA91134 23,410 Pli, Lw, Fdi, Sx, Pw 

70 389 FLA91134 15,355 Pli, Lw, Fdi, Pw 

69 399 FLA91134 8,650 Sx, Pli, Pw 

75 407 K1P 48,720 Pli, Sx, Fdi, Lw 

76 412 K1P 7,165 Pli, Sx, Fdi, Lw 

39 208 K1P 615 Pli, Sx 

39 244 K1P 1,800 Pli 

Total   578,630 Sx50%Pli27%Fdi13%Lw6%Py3%Pw1% 

5.3  Seedlings  

WFN has contracted K&C Silviculture in Oliver to grow approximately 574,310 

seedlings on our behalf for planting in the spring of 2025 on blocks logged in 2023 and 

2024. Species composition is as follows: 

➢ Lodgepole pine:  158,990 

➢ Spruce:   287,520 

➢ Douglas-fir:     76,140 

➢ Larch:      33,480 

➢ Ponderosa Pine:   14,400 

➢ White Pine:       3,780 

In addition some seedlings were purchased from the PRT Nursery to fill gaps as 
required. Species composition is as follows: 

➢ Ponderosa pine: 3,780  

➢ Western Red Cedar: 540    

 

5.4  Silviculture Surveys  

In order to monitor the performance of our plantations, Ntityix conducts a series of 

surveys for each block. 

Plantability/Fire Hazard Survey – As the name implies this survey is conducted just 
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after the completion of harvesting in snow free conditions. Data collected during this 

survey is used both as the basis upon which seed and seedlings are ordered for the 

plantation, and, to assess the fire hazard risk associated with residual logging debris.   

Regeneration Survey – This survey is conducted one year after planting has been 

completed. Scheduling this survey for one year after planting will better determine 

whether the trees planted the previous year survived their first growing season. This 

survey will verify whether the cut block has been sufficiently restocked.  

Recommendations from this survey will determine the timing of the next survey. 

Stocking Survey – This survey is conducted 2 to 4 years after planting to determine 

the survival of the planted trees. If survival is poor, fill planting may be recommended.   

Brushing Survey – On richer sites, the overtopping of seedlings by weeds and brush 

can impede the growth of a plantation. Surveys are conducted on these sites between 

5 to 15 years after planting. If competition is significant, brushing and weeding activities 

may be recommended.   

Free Growing Survey – This is the final survey before a stand reaches free growing, 

anywhere from 10 to 15 years after harvest is conducted. This survey documents that 

the plantation is fully stocked with the appropriate tree species and that there are no 

problems with brush competition.   

Inventory surveys – In addition to the above, inventory surveys are conducted on 

stands of all ages within WFN tenures. These surveys are completed to track the growth 

and health of young stands and confirm the species composition and characteristics of 

older stands. These surveys enable Ntityix to better understand the dynamics of our 

forests, the way they respond to different treatments, and allow us verify that our forests 

are being managed in a sustainable manner. 

Table 5: 2025 Survey Summary 

Survey Type Area Surveyed (ha’s) 

Plantability/Fire Hazard 321.1 

Regeneration 223.9 

Stocking 1017.4 

Brushing 0 
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Free Growing 295.1 

Total Area 1,857.5 
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6.0       FOREST HEALTH 

Forest health can mean a range of concepts from the incidence of insect populations 

to the health of entire ecosystems. For the purposes of this report, we will limit our 

discussion to impacts on the timber quality and quantity that Ntityix Resources LP has 

the responsibility of managing. 

6.1 Mountain Pine Beetle 

Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) populations rose to epidemic proportions in the Okanagan 

in 2007-08. Since this time the populations have dropped dramatically but many stands 

were heavily impacted as a result. Most of these impacted stands have been harvested, 

however many stands where Lodgepole Pine was a minor component (<35% of total 

trees) now have considerable coarse woody debris on the forest floor from dead trees 

that have since fallen. 

6.2 Balsam Bark Beetle 

Balsam bark beetle infestations are endemic at higher elevation within the tenures 

managed by Ntityix Resources LP. These infestations normally show up as small 

clusters of 6 to 12 trees in isolated pockets. We are not actively pursuing these pockets 

but will harvest infested balsam as encountered in planned blocks. 

6.3 Douglas-fir Bark Beetle 

Douglas-fir Bark Beetle infestations have been increasing in the Okanagan Valley over 

the past several years. Beginning in 2018, we have been deploying beetle traps to lure 

Douglas-fir beetles away from standing timber. Thousands of beetles were trapped last 

year in the Hidden Creek area of the community forest. As a result of the McDougall 

Creek Wildfire, beetle populations in the Hidden Creek area have increased drastically, 

and are being closely monitored to assess if a different management strategy is 

required. 

6.4 Western Pine Beetle 

The Western Pine Beetle aggressively attacked yellow pine in the Okanagan valley 

bottom and was very active in IR #9, IR #10 and the surrounding municipality from 2008 

- 2012. The rate of spread continues to slow, however, pockets of affected Ponderosa 

Pine were noted in Upper Glenrosa and Trepanier Bench in 2022 Since then only 

endemic levels have been observed. 
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6.5 Spruce Bark Beetle 

According to government aerial surveys, spruce bark beetle populations continue to 

grow to the west and south of the Community Forest. There are no known infestations 

on WFN tenures. 

6.6 Spruce Budworm 

There has been a significant Spruce budworm infestation in the mid elevation Douglas 

fir stands in the community forest since 2024 Spruce budworm does not normally kill 

Douglas-fir but, as a defoliator, it will impede its growth for several. Sustained attacks 

can cause mortality, especially to younger trees. Mortality of juvenile trees and dead 

tops have been observed in several areas across the Community Forest, including Jack 

Creek, Brenda Main, and long the Hwy 97C corridor. 

6.7 Douglas-fir Tussock Moth 

Tussock Moth is another defoliating insect capable of stripping all needles from a 

Douglas-fir tree in a matter of days. If the duration of the infestation is long enough, tree 

mortality is the probable outcome. There was no reported Tussock Moth activity on 

WFN tenures in 2025. 
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7.0       SPECIAL PROJECTS  

7.1       Wildfire Mitigation 

Ntityix Resources LP incorporated a forestry crew in 2021-2022 to complete brushing, 

thinning, pruning and wildfire mitigation projects. The Forestry crew completed 57 

hectares hand treatments (thinning, piling, pruning) and 62 hectares of pile burning 

and 152 hectares were surveyed for future mitigation.  

 

7.2       Wildfire Rehabilitation 

Ntityix Resources LP undertook a fireguard Rehabilitation contract with the Ministry of 

Forest to rehabilitate the fireguards constructed during the McDougal Creek Wildfire in 

2023Rehabilitation was completed by Hohn Construction and included recontouring 

slopes, redistributing coarse woody debris, re-establishing natural drainage patterns, 

and grass seeding the bare mineral soil. 

7.3      Syilx Forestry Standards  

Through the ONA’s Forestry Working Group we are working collaboratively with other 
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Syilx communities to develop a comprehensive set of Forestry Standards to be applied 

over Syilx territory. These Standards and best practices are guiding statements that, 

when followed, will allow forestry activities to take place in a way that will avoid, limit or 

mitigate impacts to the forest ecosystems within Syilx Territory.  

7.4       Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Partnership 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) has been working with NRLP and WFN by 

researching black huckleberry (Vaccinium membranaceum). Their research includes 

diseases associated with black huckleberry, propagation methods and their respective 

success rates, and general phenology facts. AAFC continues to conduct research on 

the plots they have established. It has been valuable learning AAFC’s findings and 

applying them to various internal practices. 

7.5       Monitoring 

The monitoring program includes old forest zone (OFZ), riparian features, and wildlife 

tree retention areas (WTRAs). A lot of research and employee collaboration went into 

this program to identify the program’s purpose, to create the field forms, to create a 

system to manage the data collected, and to define the sample areas. We will 

continue to evolve this program to ensure it is the best it can be. 

The OFZ will help us understand our older forests and continue to protect those areas 

in accordance with our seven-generation plan. We have aged some trees well in the 

300-years! Not only do we age the trees, but we also collect data on understory trees 

and plants and analyze our LiDAR data for attributes such as slope, aspect, and 

canopy height. 

Monitoring riparian features and WTRAs is directly linked to our harvesting practices. 

We will collect baseline data before logging in those areas and then go back to 

observe the state of those streams and WTRAs after logging. We want to confirm that 

we are implementing good forestry practices in the layout stage in order to protect the 

land we manage for WFN. 

7.6       Soils Mapping 

Mapping of the soils across NRLP’s tenures occurred from 2023 to 2024 with the help 

of soil experts, Scott Smith and Chuck Bulmer. A final report was issued to NRLP in 

2025 describing the soils across NRLP’s tenures. 
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A sampling plan with well over 200 locations was created for Ntityix staff to feed a 

predictive model that produces a raster layer made up of soil names. Each soil name 

has unique attributes such as soil moisture regime, soil development, and landscape 

settings. 

The soil names were defined by their parent materials and BEC zone(s); twenty-four 

soil names were created. Other data collected included coarse fragment content and 

drainage characteristics. 

Sampling has continued through silviculture prescription plots and NRLP will continue 

to feed this model to better predict the soil names across the tenures.  


